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Sir: 



The undersigned is not an attorney of record for the present application 



but is submitting the attached declaration at the request of Dr. Thomas TuschI. 
The counsel of record was invited to submit Dr. TuschPs declaration to clarify the 
priority of the present application but no such submission has been made to date. 

Dr. Thomas TuschI, one of the inventors of the present application, 
believes that the priority claim for the present application is incorrect. The 
present application claims priority back to European application no. 00126325.0 
filed on December 1 , 2000. The subject matter disclosed in European 
application no. 00126325.0 was invented by a different inventive entity than the 
present application and is disclosed and claimed in co-pending U.S. application 
serial no. 10/433,050 filed in the names of Thomas TuschI, Sayda Elbashir, and 
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Winfried Lendeckel. The subject matter disclosed in the present application 
regarding single stranded 3' overhangs was derived from the inventors of U.S. 
application serial no. 10/433,050. In order to avoid any allegations of inequitable 
conduct and to clarify that he does not believe that the present application is 
entitled to claim priority back to European application no. 00126325.0, attached 
is a new declaration signed by Dr. TuschI which does not claim priority back to 
European application no. 00126325.0. 

Dr. TuschI requests that the new declaration be entered and his belief that 
the present application is not entitled to claim priority back to European 
application no. 00126325.0 be reflected in the official record. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Monica Chin Kitts 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 36,105 

ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, p.c. 
Suite 800, 1425 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)783-6040 



cc: Helen Lockhart, Ph.D., Esq. 
Attorney of record 



